
Going circular:  
Increasing the sustainability of our 
volunteering t-shirts



Our volunteering clothing challenge
On average each year, about a thousand of us 
wear PwC t-shirts when we volunteer. And, 
whilst we hope that you all enjoy wearing 
these after the event, eventually they will 
be thrown away. This means that we are 
responsible for initiating around 150kg of 
textile waste each year whilst supporting our 
local communities.

So, we’ve made some changes to the 
volunteering t-shirts to manage this impact 
and contribute to Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) 12, ‘Responsible consumption 
and production’. 

Adapting our volunteering t-shirts to 
support the ‘circular economy’ 
The ‘circular economy’ is a conceptual model 
whereby materials are kept in circulation 
for as long as possible, rather than being 
disposed of. It’s intended to replace the 
existing, linear ‘take-make-dispose’ global 
system of consumption and production. 

In line with this concept, we’ve found a 
new type of t-shirt that’s made of recycled 
organic cotton and recycled plastic bottles. 
Not only is it super soft and a stylish 
grey colour, but it’s also helping to create 
markets for recycled materials. We’ve also 
changed the logo to a stylish, embroidered 
hem tag so the t-shirt is more suitable for 
casual wear outside of work.



Help us be more sustainable 
You can help, too. In addition to following 
the care instructions provided in the t-shirt, 
you can also reduce the environmental 
impacts associated with cleaning it by 
adopting the two simple tips set out in the 
box to the right. And, when you no longer 
need the t-shirt, please take it to a local 
textile recycling bank. This will ensure 
that fibres in the material can be recovered 
and used in other industries – for example, 
to make automotive felt, which is used as 
sound insulation for new cars. 

For more handy tips visit: 

www.loveyourclothes.org.uk
www.iprefer30.eu/en

Washing at a low temperature such 
as 30 degrees, and line drying your 
clothes instead of using a tumble 
dryer, can help you save money 
through reduced energy use. It’ll help 
your clothes to look good for longer, 
as it causes less wear to the fabric. 
These small actions will also help you 
cut your personal carbon footprint. 

Wash at 
30°C

Line dry your 
clothes

http://www.loveyourclothes.org.uk
http://www.iprefer30.eu/en
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Should you have any questions about 
this programme please contact: 
Helen Jennings-Petz 
(helen.jennings-petz@pwc.com)

For more information see:
• Our Going Circular programme 

(www.pwc.co.uk/goingcircular)
• Our overall corporate sustainability agenda 

(www.pwc.co.uk/corporatesustainability)
• Our insights and tools to help business 

navigate the Sustainable Development Goals 
(www.pwc.com/globalgoals)
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