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1. Increased optimism on carbon price expectations as

climate ambitions ramp up

2020 survey.

2. Carbon markets have been resilient to COVID-19 and the
economic recovery from the pandemic will likely provide
a boost

3. Article 6 is seen as key to achieving the Paris Agreement
goals, but participants are uncertain as to whether
Parties will reach a consensus at COP26
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European companies are able to retain competitiveness 
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3. The Americas
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Latin America
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North America
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opportunity to ask countries to enhance the ambition 

implement such a mechanism to help cut  
GHG emissions. 
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“ In the transition phase 
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The survey was conducted by PwC UK using an online 
survey tool. The questionnaire was developed jointly 
by PwC and IETA. An email was sent out to all IETA 
members to invite them to participate. The survey 
consisted of 55 questions, but participants were given 
some freedom to choose sections and subject matter 
that they felt most confident answering. The questions 
were predominantly multiple choice with the option of 
providing comments and alternative answers. The survey 
opened on 19 April 2021 and closed on 5 May 2021. 
Reminders were sent out by email between these dates 
to increase the response rate. As in last year’s edition, 
unattributed quotes given by survey respondents were 
presented alongside the survey results, thereby giving all 
IETA members the opportunity to contribute in  
greater detail. 

It is important to make a few observations regarding 
the interpretation of data and the comparability of 
results between IETA GHG Market Sentiment Surveys 
conducted in different years. Firstly, the sample size may 
differ between results. Secondly, since the first edition of 

the survey in 2005, different groups have been asked to 
participate. In the first four editions, only IETA members 
were asked to reply, by sending in one response per 
organisation. The mailing list was enlarged for the fifth 
and sixth editions of the survey, to include a wider range 
of GHG market participants and observers. The seventh 
survey, in 2012, was based on semi-structured interviews 
with key IETA members. In 2013, the original approach 
of surveying IETA members only was readopted. Since 
2014, the survey has allowed multiple responses per 
IETA member company to gain a broader survey of 
sentiment among market participants. 

It should also be noted that several questions in 
the survey gave participants the option of selecting 
multiple answers. Hence, not all percentages displayed 
throughout the report add up to 100%. Moreover, where 
participants were asked to rank choices, weightings 
were applied accordingly. Finally, due to rounding, the 
percentages displayed in graphs may sometimes show 
slight discrepancies with the text descriptions or appear 
to not add up 100%.

Survey methodology

Important Notice 

This report has been prepared for the International 
Emissions Trading Association (“IETA”) by 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP (“PwC”). 

This report contains information obtained or derived 
from a variety of sources, as indicated within the 
report. PwC and IETA have not sought to establish the 
reliability of those sources or verified the information so 
provided. Accordingly neither PwC nor IETA assume any 
responsibility for any inaccuracy in the data nor for the 
accuracy of the underlying responses submitted by the 
participating IETA membership and other organisations 
included in the survey and no representation or warranty 
of any kind (whether express or implied) is given by 
PwC or IETA to any person as to the accuracy or 
completeness of the report. 

PwC and IETA accept no duty of care to any person for 
the preparation of the report. Accordingly, regardless of 
the form of action, whether in contract, tort or otherwise, 
and to the extent permitted by applicable law, PwC 
and IETA accept no liability of any kind and disclaim all 
responsibility for the consequences of any person acting 
or refraining to act in reliance on the report or for any 
decisions made or not made which are based upon such 
report. This report is not intended to form the basis of 
any investment decisions. 

This report is not intended to form the basis of any 
investment decisions.

©International Emissions Trading 
Association 

This document may be freely used, copied and 
distributed on the condition that approval from IETA 
is first obtained and that each copy shall contain this 
Important Notice. In this document, “PwC” refers to the 
UK member firm, and may sometimes refer to the PwC 
network. Each member firm is a separate legal entity. 
Please see www.pwc.com/ structure for further details.
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